The Lord of the Rings

SURVEY

A) General questions

1. How old are you? _____

2. Are you
( ) male

( ) female ?

3. What is your nationality? ________________________________________________

4. In which country do you live at the moment? _________________________________

5. What is your occupation? ________________________________________________

6. Which religion do you belong to?

( ) Christianity

( ) Islam
( ) Hinduism
( ) Buddhism

( ) ‘I don´t feel I belong to any religion!’
( ) other: __________________________

Do you practise your religion?

( ) yes

( ) ‘I am not very religious!’

7. Which aspect(s) of your religion do you consider to be the most important one(s)?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Which political system do you prefer?

( ) republic

( ) monarchy

( ) anarchy



( ) other: ______________________________________________________________

9. Are you member of a political group?
( ) yes

( ) no

10. If you answered with ‘YES’: Which are the most important political interests/goals/ideas that you and your group represent?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. What are your hobbies?

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Do you have a principle/motto by which you live? If so, which one?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

13. Which values/virtues are especially important for you?*

( ) freedom
( ) social security
( ) courage
( ) honour
( ) fidelity, loyalty

( ) love

( ) friendship

( ) hope
( ) honesty
( ) peace

( ) other: ______________________________________________________________

14. Which of the following aspects are the most important in your life?*

( ) family
( ) friends

( ) love

( ) health
( ) career

( ) religious faith


( ) respect


( ) material security

( ) other: ______________________________________________________________

15. To what extent do you agree to the following statements?

[ 5: I totally agree / 4: I agree / 3: I partly agree / 2: I don´t agree / 1: I don´t agree at all / 0: no comment ; I don´t know ]

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Power corrupts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Religious values should be respected more widely
	
	
	
	
	
	

	There is always hope
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Politicians are corrupt and obsessed with power 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	War must be avoided at all events
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sometimes war is inevitable
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In order to ensure peace, war should always be an option
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Without technology (cars, computers, etc.) I could not live any more
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Without technology (cars, computers, etc.) I would not want to live any more
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Man is like a virus that destroys the planet
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Single men can achieve very much
	
	
	
	
	
	


16. In your opinion, what are the greatest problems of our time?*

( ) pollution


( ) loss of values
( ) war and terror


( ) the gap between rich and poor


( ) globalization, modernization 

( ) other aspects: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

17. Do you have idols? If so, name them and briefly explain why:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B) Concerning the books

18. When did you read ‘The Lord of the Rings’ fort he first time? ___________________

19. How often have you already read ‘The Lord of the Rings? ______________________

20. Which other books by Tolkien have you read as well?*

( ) The Hobbit

( ) The Silmarillion
( ) Book of Lost Tales



( ) essays

( ) short stories

( ) other: __________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

21. Which books on Tolkien have you already read, respectively which themes do these books deal with?*

( ) biography

( ) nordic myths
( ) Tolkien´s religious belief

( ) war experience
( ) linguistic studies


( ) philosophical and mythological background information


( ) other topics: ________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

22. Who is your favourite character from the books and why?

_________________ : ___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

23. What is your favourite quote from the books and why?

‘____________________________________________________________________’

explanation: ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

24. What do you spontaneously connect with the following words (only catchwords)?

Frodo: _________________________
Ring: _____________________________

Elves: _________________________
Shire: _____________________________

Aragorn: _______________________
Morgoth: __________________________

Sauron: ________________________
Ents: _____________________________

Valinor: ________________________
Gollum: ___________________________

Isildur: _________________________
Ringwraiths: _______________________

Gandalf: ________________________
Ilúvatar: ___________________________

Mordor: _________________________
Isengard: __________________________

Orcs: ___________________________
Hobbits: __________________________

Sam: ____________________________
Lothlórien: ________________________

Saruman: ________________________
Denethor: _________________________

Faramir: _________________________
Rivendell: _________________________

25. What personally fascinates you about the books?*

( ) exciting story

( ) Tolkien´s creativity

( ) detailed descriptions
( ) philosophical, mythological, religious etc. aspects

( ) the topical relevance of the themes the book deals with

( ) other aspects: _______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

C) Concerning Peter Jackson´s film adaptation

26. How many of the three films have you seen and how often?


[ (A) not at all          (B) once          (C) a few times          (D) more than five times ]

( ) The Fellowship of the Ring

(A) (B) (C) (D)

( ) The Two Towers


(A) (B) (C) (D)




( ) The Return of the King

(A) (B) (C) (D)

27. What especially fascinates you about the motion picture trilogy?*

( ) plot

( ) actors´ ensemble
( ) visual effects

( ) score
( ) landscape of New Zealand

( ) the great achievement in adopting such an enormous work

( ) just everything!!!
( ) nothing!!!
( ) other aspects: __________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

28. To what extent do you agree to the following statements?

[ 5: I totally agree / 4: I agree / 3: I partly agree / 2: I don´t agree / 1: I don´t agree at all / 0: no comment ; I don´t know ]

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	The films are typical Hollywood mainstream trash
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The films are too long
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All in all, Tolkien´s message is conveyed in the films 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	The films cannot live up to the books
	
	
	
	
	
	

	One should not compare ‘book’ and ‘film’
	
	
	
	
	
	


29. Which of the following alterations between the books and the films do you find good / partly good / not good? 

[ 5: better than the book / 4: good / 3: all in all good / 2: partly good / 1: not good / 0: no comment ; I don´t know ]

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Arwen´s enlarged role
	
	
	
	
	
	

	enhanced importance of the battles
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Denethor´s changed character
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Faramir´s changed character
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Saruman´s death (only on the Extended Edition)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	abridgements (e.g. Old Forest, Tom Bombadil, Scouring of the Shire)
	
	
	
	
	
	


additional comments, possible explanations: _________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

30. Who is your favourite actor/character from the films and why?

____________________ : ________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

31. Which is your favourite scene and why?

_____________________________________________________________________

explanation: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

32. In a short final statement explain – if in your opinion the questions above leave out crucial arguments – whether and why you (don´t) like the motion picture trilogy: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

D) Concerning fan communities

33. When did you join membership of your fan community? _______________________

34. Why did you join? ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

35. How much time do you spend with Tolkien´s work

a) within the scope of the community: ______________________________________

b) apart from your community: ____________________________________________

36. Which of the following aspects are you interested in, respectively which activities concerning ‘The Lord of the Rings’ do you pursue?

A: within the scope of your community
B: apart from your community

	
	A
	B

	primary literature
	
	

	secondary literature
	
	

	public events of acadamic kind
	
	

	fan meetings
	
	

	creative working, e.g. writing, drawing, role plays, costumes
	
	

	merchandising (e.g. board games, action figures, trading cards, replicas, posters, etc.)
	
	

	discussions, e.g. in the Internet or at fan meetings
	
	


37. How much time do you invest in the activities of your fan community? 

_____________________________________________________________________

38. Which function does the fan community have for you?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

39. How important is the fan community for your everyday life?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

40. FINAL QUESTION:

To what extent has ‘The Lord of the Rings’ influenced/changed/enriched your life?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

critical remarks and additional comments:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you very much for your participation!!!
